The Twenty-Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time (09/25/11)

Last week we heard God declare that His ways are not our ways. Some of the Israelites were
complaining during the Babylonian Exile that God’s punishment was unfair. They thought that the
destruction of Jerusalem, the death of many people, and their forced servitude was too harsh. God
responds by reminding the people that sin has real consequences. We are not talking about white lies,
but sin of major proportions, mortal sin. It is a deliberate turning away from God and substituting our
own system of right and wrong in place of God’s. God calls His people to Love of God and Neighbor.
But the people gradually allowed systemic sin to enter their lives, such as worshipping pagan idols,
adultery, cheating the poor, or just ignoring the needs of the poor, widows and orphans. The people just
accepted them because they were commonplace. Do you see any similarities to today?

The Gospel parable reminds us that God is not looking for what we say we will do, but what we
actually do. The religious leaders really believed they were following God’s will. But they weren’t,
because they had gradually blinded themselves to God’s teaching. They had substituted their own sense
of right and wrong for God’s teaching. The sad thing is that even with the clear teachings of Jesus today
there are many people doing the same thing. If you look at the Ten Commandments as Jesus teaches
them, it is very easy to see that we have fallen away from God. We substitute our judgment of right and
wrong for God’s (making ourselves God) and we have replaced God with our pursuit of material
things, we have decided to skip honoring God on the Sabbath, we legalize the killing of God’s innocent
new lives through abortion, we have condoned homosexual behavior and “marriages” and encouraged
promiscuity and pornography, we have coveted our neighbor’s wife and goods. We have done all these
and more and accepted them as part of our country’s daily life. We have kicked God out of our schools
and public places and then complain when He is not there to help us. We are ungrateful for the gifts He
gives us, especially the gift of our own life; we’re not happy with what we have, we want more things,
more control of our lives.

Polls tell us that we Americans “say” we are a religious people, but a look at our laws and our behavior
tells a different story. Will we as a nation repent and turn back to God for Life, or will we continue to
turn away from God and Die?

The Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time (09/18/11)

“My thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways my ways, says the Lord” (ISA 55:8). More
profound words were never spoken, and they very concisely sum up the human condition. God’s ways
are so far superior to our human understanding that we must occasionally take them on faith because
we cannot understand them. It doesn’t mean they are unreasonable, just that our reason sometimes falls
short.

The gospel certainly falls into this category. If you take it on face value, it certainly seems unfair to pay
the one-hour worker the same as the 12-hour worker, which is what the gospel tells us. However, it is
not meant to be taken at face value. The parable is about how the kingdom of God is available to those
who have been faithful since their youth as well as to those who have repented at the last hour.
Salvation is a gift, not a just reward. That is the entire point of the parable. Jesus is telling the religious
leaders that the Gentiles who become God-fearing will receive the same gift of salvation as life-long
faithful Jews. Salvation is not “earned” it is given to those who ask for mercy with sincere hearts. Many
Jews had difficulty with this teaching.

This does not mean that there is no justice. God demands justice for our actions. That is why all people,
even mostly good people, will have to be purged of the temporal punishment of their sins before
entering Heaven. Purgatory is what we call this process. The just punishment for sin must be cleansed
before we can enter the presence of God. So it is much better to do the purification here on earth
through works of prayer, fasting and almsgiving before meeting the Lord. But we rejoice that Mercy is



greater than justice in that the gift of salvation is much greater than the pains of our sins. Let us pray for
the salvation of the whole world!

The Twenty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time (09/11/11)

Ah, how many times must I forgive? There are probably many occasions when we feel we are at the
end of our patience with someone. Yet it is important to remember that in the measure that we forgive
others, God will forgive us. If we are stingy with our forgiveness, that very stinginess will prevent
God’s mercy from entering our hearts. Forgiveness is not always easy. If we have been terribly hurt,
perhaps through an angry divorce, or through the death of a loved one by the careless behavior of
another, it may take years to forgive.

Forgiveness is not the same as forgetfulness. We may never forget a serious wound, but we can learn to
forgive by practicing forgiveness every day. Eventually the emotions will catch up to the intellect in
knowing we must forgive. If we do not forgive, we carry around the seeds of anger and bitterness that
will poison us as well as those around us. The only healthy way is the way of the Lord, through
forgiveness.

It is also wise not to forget the harm someone has done us, so that we may not fall victim to their
uncharity in the future. But being wary of someone should come with forgiveness so that we can live a
spiritually healthy life. May we imitate the infinite mercy of our Father and be received into His eternal
Love. Amen!

The Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time (09/04/11)

The role of prophet is often glamorized but it is a difficult role to fulfill, and it comes with much
responsibility. God tells Ezekiel that if he does not speak out against sinful behavior in others, the
others will die but so too will Ezekiel for failing to warn them. Every church leader today bears that
same responsibility, but so too do all the faithful. If we allow our neighbor to sin without warning them
of the consequences, we are guilty also. That is why you hear the Church speak out against injustice,
especially the greatest injustice of deliberately killing the most innocent. As the old saying goes, if we
are not part of the solution, we are part of the problem.

Jesus teaches His disciples about the need for reconciliation. They are to seek out those who have
offended and try to help them accept responsibility for their offense. If the offenders do not listen, they
have excommunicated themselves from the people of God. When members of the Church pray together
to God for reconciliation among themselves, no matter what the offense, it will be granted them by
God.

The work of reconciliation, which Jesus accomplished, needs to be renewed and shared with all people
from generation to generation. We need to help one another avoid sin, and that is an awesome
responsibility for church leaders, for political leaders, for parents, for all brothers and sisters in the
Lord. May God bless us in our work of helping all to turn away from sinful behavior and embrace the
forgiveness of our God. Amen!



